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Components of the CCRA3 Independent Assessment
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The majority (54 out of 61) risks and opportunities have high urgency scores at the UK 
level, meaning they must be acted on in the next five-year national adaptation plans
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The magnitude of climate risk increases significantly in the future in all 
scenarios
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The number of risks with annual costs in the £billions/year triples by the 
2080s in a 2C scenario
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The level of urgency of adaptation has increased since CCRA2 was 
published in 2017
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Priority risks for urgent further action
Highest priorities for further adaptation in the next two years

Time period

2020

Public procurement, business resilience

Biodiversity , soil and w ater protect ion 

and restorat ion, environmental land 

management, sustainable farming and 

forestry , Net Zero, green finance

Infrastructure, energy , Net Zero

Building regulat ions and st rategies, planning 

reform

National resilience, overseas aid, research 

and capacity  building

2050 2100

Magnitude of risk

High Medium

Key policy areas

Risks to the viability and diversity of terrestrial and freshwater

habitats and species from multiple hazards

Risks to soil health from increased flooding and drought

Risks to natural carbon stores and sequestration from

multiple hazards leading to increased emissions

Risks to crops, livestock and commercial trees from

multiple hazards

Risks to supply of food, goods and vital services due to climate

-related collapse of supply chains and distribution networks

Risks to people and the economy from climate-related

failure of the pow er system

Risks to human health, w ellbeing and productivity from

increased exposure to heat in homes and other buildings

M ultiple risks to the UK from climate change

impacts overseas 
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Adaptation principles for future National Adaptation Programmes
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Adaptation principles
Integrate adaptation into other policies



Adaptation principles
Avoid lock-in

Six days during August 2020, showing the temperature 

anomaly relativ e to the 1981-2010 av erage. Dark blue/ 

purple areas were 10ºC or more abov e av erage.

Source: Met Office
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Adaptation principles
Understand threshold effects
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Adaptation principles
Address inequalities
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Adaptation principles
Consider any opportunities
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The net benefits of adaptation are high
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