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Arts and Humanities Research Council projects as 
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Community involvement, landscapes and 
cultural heritage
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Cultural heritage includes: cultures, customs, beliefs, rites,

rituals, ceremonies, indigenous knowledge, social customs and

traditions, arts, crafts, music, political and ideological beliefs

that influence culture and behaviour, history, practices

concerning the natural environment, religious and scientific

traditions, language, sports, food and drink, calendars,

traditional clothing, cybercultures in the digital world, and

emerging new cultures which will become the heritage of the

future.

Baker (203, p.128)
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Community involvement, landscapes and 
cultural heritage

• Programmes of 
community engagement

• Final products which can 
be seen and appreciated 
beyond the intervention Creative Climate Resilience Pageant 

CLANDAGE craft workshops

Risky Cities textile workshops

CLANDAGE storytelling workshops

Risky Cities Floodlights event



CLANDAGE
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• Talks to community groups
• Poetry workshops
• Poetry book 
• Craft workshops
• Storytelling workshops
• Storytelling videos
• Oral history interviews 
• Final event in Stafford
• Touring exhibition

More videos on the Staffordshire History Centre
Youtube channel
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Landscape and cultural heritage as tools

• Can reach communities who don’t normally engage with climate 
change related content 

• Long lifespan? Outputs which will continue to be used beyond the 
span of the project

• Projects developed with communities, responsive to their needs and 
interests 

• Connecting people to their local environments, encouraging them to 
think about them in a different way
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Conclusions

• Landscape and cultural heritage in community engagement are tools 
to start conversations, and contextualise scientific information

• Place-based and historical stories help  make the cognitive leap from 
general to the particular and personal 

• Pictures and stories about past weather extremes can be understood 
by everyone!
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CLANDAGE commissioned storytelling

Risky Cities Public Sharing event

Part of the CLANDAGE exhibition in its 
current location in Burton-upon-Trent 
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